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LORD BISHOP oF BANGOR. 


MY LORD, 


WI. 1H regard to the 12506 or credit of the fol- 


lowing Diſcourſe, I have but this fingle wiſh ; 


namely, That it may contribute to excite amongſt : 
us a ſpirit of liberal induſtry, and check that of fana- To. 

ticiſm and error. As I know of no character who has 
more difintereſtedly exerted himſelf towards obtaining 
| that good end, or who has the welfare and i improve- 5 
ment of this country more at heart, „ than your Lord- 
ſhip, I could not addreſs it to any one with greater 5 
3 propriety. The zeal which your Lordſhip hath ſhewn | 

- I: procuring 5 New Edition in Folio of the Welſh 
Bible for the uſe of our Churches, in a adopting all . 
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dent and liberal meafures for the improvement of the riſing 
generation, and in your general conduct in promoting 
the intereſts and well-being of your Dioceſe, deſerves 


the applauſe of all, and ought to be remembered with 
perpetual gratitude by the inhabitants of this country. 


I am very happy in having the opportunity of pub- 


: licly declaring theſe as the genuine ſentiments of a 
Mind, that can feel the emotions of gratitude, but is 
above che mean arts both of r and  detration. 5 


lam, my ER with ERR 
| Your Lordſhip's moſt duriful, 
And obliged humble Servant, 


r. WILLIAMS, 


| Baxcon, OR. 27, 1791. 


= Give attendance fo reading, to exbortation, to deftrine. 


+- H E inſpired Apoſtles of our . Chriſt having eſtab- 
liſhed Chriſtian Societies in different places, and foreſeeing 
that the time of their leaving this world was at hand, thought 
it neceſſary to ordain others to ſucceed them in the high Office to 
which they had been called. Accordingly we find them appoint- 
ing certain perſons to preſide over the Churches they had founded, 
and to inculcate the Principles of that Religion, which they them 
ſelves had been ſo induſtrious in propagating, and for the ſake of 
which they endured ſuch great and undeſerved afflictions. But for 
the proper diſcharge of this Miniſtry ſeveral qualifications were 
requiſite; an accurate knowledge of the doctrines of their F aith, 
with abilities to — and enforce them. | 


To et this important matter in its true light, * upon it, als 5 
the Ptovidence of God, depended the ſafety and ſucceſs of Chriſt's. 
Religion) ſeems to have been the profeſſed aim of St. Paul in 
what he hath written to his beloved Timothy and Titus, and 
through them to all future Miniſters of the Goſpel. He is ex- 
tremely anxious that they ſhould underſtand the right meaning 
and deſign of the Doctrine which he had delivered to them, — 
that they ſhould be faithful and active in the propagation of it, —and 


| ſhould take care to ordain _ fit men for young wider its 
beneficial influence. 


When 
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When we compare the weight and dignity of this Office with 


our own unworthineſs, we cannot but applaud the Apoſtle s wiſ- 
dom and benevolence in this particular, and at the ſame time feel 
the full force of his queſtion, Mo is ſufficient for theſe things ? * 
Yet, when we call to mind the peculiar advantages which accom- 
| pany it, that it hath a natural tendency to ennoble and purify the 
hearts of thoſe who faithfully diſcharge it, and is deſigned for pro- 


moting both the preſent and future happineſs of all men; ſeeing, I 


ſay, we have ſuch a Miniſtry, it becomes us not to faint, *- but ra- 
ther to exert every faculty we have to perform aright its ſeveral func- 
tions, and make it anſwer, to the utmoſt of our "Power, the di- 


vine * of its inſtitution. 


How to obtain this great point st. Paul's l will di- 


rect us. Among many other important leſſons of advice, which 


deſerve our frequent and ſerious confideration, that contained in 


the words of the Text is perhaps one of the moſt comprehenſive ; 
becauſe it points out in a few words the beſt means of acquiring 
thoſe qualifications which characterize the true Teacher of Chriſtia- 
nity, and which alone can enable him to diſcharge properly the 
duty he owes to his Maker and his fellow-creatures — Give attend- 
ance to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine. It will be worth our 
while then to conſider their full import, eſpecially as they are pe- 
culiarly applicable to the preſent occaſion, and will furniſh a va- 
riety of obſervations calculated to direct us in every * of our 


: Office. 


1. In the firſt place St. Paul exhorteth us to give attendance, or 
8 apply to — 


I am aware that Commentators in explaining the ſenſe of this 
1 have in general confined it to the ſtudy and expounding of 


* 2 Cor. ii. 16. » > Cor. iv. 1, 


the 
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the Holy Scriptures. This perhaps was the principal thing which 


the Apoſtle had in view. But when we conſider the many acquired 


talents he himſelf was maſter of, and the admirable uſe he made 


of them in the courſe of his Miniſtry, we may preſume, even 
upon his own example, to go a ſtep farther, and extend it to an 
application to every ſpecies of uſeful Literature. He often exclaims, 


indeed, againſt the miſapplied and comparatively vain Philoſophy of 


the Greeks, and expoſes the chimerical ideas of certain Heretics 


of his time; but in the very paſſages where he condemns the 


vague reveries of the one, and the oppoſitions of ſcience falſely ſo 


called of ſome of the others, we find a tacit recommendation of 


real and ſound Learning. 


It i is true, indeed, that at the firſt promulgation of Chriſtianity, 


men of no acquired abilities were choſen to promote the great 


work of Salvation; every thing which was wanting on their 


part being ſupplied by the eſpecial aſſiſtances of God's Holy Spirit: 


and for this proceedin g. wiſe and incontrovertible reaſons have been 


aſſigned. In a ſhort time, however, when it had gained ſome ſta- 
bility in the world, it ſeemed good to the Author and Finiſher of 
our Faith © to draw back his almighty arm which was fo viſi- 
| bly ſtretched out, and to leave his Religion in ſuch a ſtate, that 


8 ſhould come at the Truth, only in — to their 


honeſt and fincere inquiries after i 


© 1 Tim. vi. 20. . © Heb. xi. 2. 
In ſeligendis ii inflrumentls, quæ adhibuit Deus ad fidem a e inkio homi- 


nes evocavit plane indoctos, et illiteratos, præterquam quod Spiritis Sancti afflatu inſtructi : 


fuiſſent, quo evidentius Virtutem ſuam-rimmediatam et divinam declararet, omnemque hu- 
manam ſapientiam deprimeret. Quamprimum autem conſilium ſuum in hac parte perimple- 


tum eſſet, mox in proxima ſucceſſione temporum, Divinam Veritatem ſuam aliis doctri- 
nis, veluti pediſſequis, comitatam in mundum immiſit. Itaque D. Pauli calamus (qui in- 
ter Apoſtolos ſolus literatus fuit) in Scripturis N. Teſtamenti præcipue a Deo adhubirus . a, 
| dee Bacon. de — em. p- 67. 12mo. 3 55 


. 


—— 
2 * 


8 # * * 
I. SR 2 
r 4 
9 * 23 
2 — 4 * 
132 * — ” 
— — — 


9 * - 
2 uo 4 * 
2 1 — * 
wi * 
2 
— — — — — * 
2 — 1 Inge 


2 
a 
2 * 
—— 


* 


8 A ad m4; * 
— Irie wo — — + 


K 1 * K 
a \ —— 
BY * 

— — — 


mn «# 
A 
- 9 A 
3 2 
— 


— 


Natural Religion was but little known or practiſed but by thoſe 
few, whoſe Minds had been very much ſtrengthened and enlarged 
buy the aſſiſtances they had derived from Science and ſound Phi- 
loſophy. The Religion of the Jews, which, except ſuch parts as 
were ceremonial, or typical, or allegorical, was only 2 purer copy | 

or a further illuſtration of that of Nature, was, it is allowed, never 
ſo well underſtood, nor its precepts ſo 
| complied with, as when wholeſome ſtudics engaged the conſtant | 
attention of its Miniſters : from the time, I mean, that Samuel pre- 
ſided over the Schools of the Prophets which he had eſtabliſhed at 
Naioth, to the expiration of Ezra's Priefthood.*® Again, the Religion 
of Chriſt, that Perfect Wiſdom which came down from Heaven, 
and which includes all the Principles of the other two, though 
it ſtoops to the loweſt capacity, being preached and adapted to the 
uncultivated minds of the Poor, and founded, not on matters of 
ſpeculation, but on matters of fact, affordeth, nevertheleſs, what 
will exerciſe and enlarge the brighteſt underſtanding, and requir- 
eth a great deal of ſober ſtudy and general information to a 
hend its whole hö ſcheme and evidence. 


I 8 ) 


It is therefore no weak argument in favour of what I would 


enforce, that we are not only led thereby to cultivate the nobler 
part of our Nature, but alſo find it altogether neceſſary, in the 
preſent ſtate of things, to enable us 70 give an anſwer, in a sa- 


TISFACTORY ways 70 every man that aſteth a reaſon of the hope 


that is in us. For, in order to get a competent underſtanding of the 
Holy Scriptures, there is certainly much need of preparatory read- 
ing and information. The knowledge of Religion, like every other 


uſeful knowledge, is only to be acquired by well-dire&ed induſtry. 


2.4 tllicns; 


See Biſhop Lord 5 Prelekl. de Hebr. Poel. xvüi p. 170. As to the Priefls and Le- 

vites among the Jews, they were Miniſters of Religion only with regard to the Ceremo- 
nial Law. To inftruQ men in the Truths and inculcate the Doctrines of it was an office which 
did not belong to them, but to the Prophets and Wiſe Men; and ſuch our Bleſſed Saviour 


| promiſes to ſend the Jews ater his Akenhon, Math. xxiii. 34+ '? See alſo Dr. Ligne, 8 
Vol. ü. p. 85. &c. 


Inde- 


regularly and univerſally 
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Independently too of its nature fimply conſidered, certain exter- 
nal circumſtances ariſe and gather ſtrength, in proportion to the 
diſtance of the time and place of its firſt eſtabliſhment. Theſe 
demand our attention, and cannot well be underſtood without a 
previous knowledge of many other things. For inſtance, with- 


out a competent knowledge of the rites, cuſtoms, and polity of 
the Jewiſh People in particular, and of thoſe nations with whom 


they were more immediately connected, it is impoſſible to ſee the 


full force and admirable propriety of our Saviour's Parables, and 
his many figurative expreſſions and alluſions. And indeed from 
the want of ſuch knowledge and of a general acquaintance with 
ancient Hiſtory and ancient manners have ariſen many heretical opi- | 
nions and falſe conſtructions of Holy Scripture. | 


| Hero: then opens a wide field foe ſtudy. The Languages, in 


which Revelation was originally conveyed to us, ſhould , be ac- 
quired. Hiſtories are to be examined, facts inveſtigated, opinions 

to be canvaſſed, nay, the preciſe meaning of a ſingle word fre- 
auently to be ſettled. Theſe are difficulties which ſucceflive ages 
laue increaſed, and which, however they may have been diminiſhed 
during this and the preceding century, are not yet by any means 
entirely removed. True it is, indeed, that the learned labours of 
ſome excellent Divines in our Church have furniſhed us with 
productions of the firſt rate, and various in their kind: but theſe, 


inſtead of rendering us indolent, ſhould, at the fame time that 
they excite our gratitude, rouſe us to emulation, and encourage 


us to improve with equal — the talent which vath been com- 
mitted to our r truft. e - 


But why ſhould I entirely paſs over as an incentive to diligence - [re 


N and attention to duty, the regard we ought to have for the credit, 

the welfare, and intereſt of our country? It has been the faſhion to. 
hold this remote corner of the world in a fu percilious point of 
view. Britons have never been wanting - in manly ſpirit and in- 


C tegrity 
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tegrity of principle. Let us not then degenerate from our Anceſtors, 


but rather cultivate that principle, and improve that ſpirit in the 
ſtudy of whatever can invigorate or adorn it. What! though 


we are behind our more. poliſhed neighbours in the arts of luxury 


and refinement, why ſhould we remain behind them in the culti- 
vation of our underſtandin 85, and of the decent and valuable arts 


of life ? f b 


T have is one thing more, which hi as side will 
ſtrike us no leſs forcibly, and therefore ſhould not be omitted. 


Our character and our influence are concerned in this matter. Men 
are not naturally inclined to pay much reſpect or attention to thoſe 
they think no wiſer than themſelves; and even the very multitude 
will often diſregard the beſt admonitions, when they think there 


is but little or no Learning to give thoſe admonitions their due 
weight. Thus Example and Advice are made to loſe much of the 


authority naturally belonging to them. Accordingly, to the. igno- 
rance, no leſs than to the immorality of the public Teachers of 

| Religion, have been juſtly attributed that contempt which they la- 

bdoured under, and that impiety which baffled. all their exertions, 
when thick darkneſs ny over the Chriſtian Church. 


Vet high e is often more | forcible than general argu- 


ments. I will therefore juſt obſerve, that Chriſtians of all ages 
and of all countries, except a few ignorant fanatics with ſome ill- 
deſigning men, have conſtantly concurred in the recommendation 
of ſound Literature. And the Church, as early as the time of that 
crafty Apoſtate Julian, conſidered his decree, which, in effect, forbad 
all Chriſtians to be taught the rudiments of Grammar, as a more 
deſtructive engine againſt the Chriſtian Faith, (and ſo it certainly 
was) than all the ſanguinary perſecutions of his blood- thirſty pre- 
deceſſors . It is alſo worth while to take notice, that, ſoon after 


d See Epiſt. ad Jamblich. and Johnſon? s account of * See alſo Moheim' $ Eceleſ. Hiſt. 


of that + Not unlike to this jealous conduct of Julian, both a as to the motive and the 


the 


the Revival of Letters had opened the way for the Reformation, when 
we ſee the Religion of Chriſt emerging out of a ſtate of ignorance 
and barbariſm, and approaching ſomewhat nearer to its original 
paurity, that wiſe and ſalutary Law, which excludes unlearned per- 

ſons from the Goſpel-Miniſtry, acquired the force and influence it 


ſtill retains in the greateſt part of the Chriſtian World. May it 
never be relaxed or r diminiſhed! | 


1 cv not point out to you minutely the uſes of the different 
branches of Human Learning, or obſerve in what reſpects they ſeve- 
rally contribute to the illuſtration and confirmation of Sacred Scrip- 

ture. Without entering into theſe particulars, the reaſon to in- 


duce us to give attendance to reading is, I ſhould hope, ſuffici- 


ently ſtrong. I might add, however, that we ſhall thus prepare 
ourſelves for filling higher ſtations in life with proper dignity, — 
that we ſhall beſt underſtand the true end and happineſs of man,— 
that, ſhould it be our lot to mix much with the world, we ſhall 
check hereby any latent propenſity to idleneſs and idle diverſions, 
and keep aloof from the vicious and fooliſh faſhions of mankind, — 
that in the greateſt ſolitude we ſhall avoid the danger of becoming 
ſlaves to our own appetites, becauſe we ſhall have always in our 
power the means of pleaſure and mental converſation, — and, 
above all, that whatever rational, and moral, and religious improve- 
ment we ſhall here make, we are to confider it only as a foun- 
dation for further acquiſitions ; for Righteouſneſs is immortal, and 


to Am that bath ſhall be given, and he ſhall have more abundance z 


| but from bim cat hath not, * be taken ny even that which _— - 
bath. ; 


Intention of i it, was hat of the Barons of England, who ads a petition to > Rickard the Id. 
That no Villain ſhou!d ſend his Son to School, or be ſuffered to give him * kind of in- 
ſtruction.“ See Barrington's Ancient Stat. p. 271, 
i See Moſheim' s Ecclef. Hiſt. vol, ili. F. 411, 


* Wiſdom of Solomon, i. 1 5. 
4 St. Matth. xxv. 29. 


. 
If then, upon the whole, we have good reaſon to believe it to be 
the ſettled purpoſe of God's Providence, that Learning and Philo- 
ſophy properly ſo called, ſhall ever contribute to the underſtanding 
and advancement of True Religion ; and that the alliance, which by 
Nature ſeems to ſubſiſt between the Human Mind and whatever 
things are True, and Fair, and Good, ſhall always be difordered by 


| Ignorance, it becomes the duty of every liberal-minded man to give 
attendance (according to his leiſure and abilities) to reading, to the 
improvement, that is, of his Intellectual Faculties; if then of every 
ſuch man, how much more of Him, who is purpoſely appointed to 
check the progreſs of wickedneſs and vice, and i to maintain the cauſe 
of True —— and Virtue ! 


But whilſt we farmiſh ourſelves with a bock of Sound n 


let us not forget to apply it to its proper end, the promoting of Chriſ- 
tian Faith and Chriſtian Charity. And this is the next thing which 


1 the A — requireth of us — attendance to exhortation. 5 


* Althou gh the Goſ pel 1 was not eſtabliſhed 3 in the world by excel- 


9 lency of ſpeech,” not by the force of eloquence and fleſbiy wiſdom ;* | 
yet St. Paul admoniſheth us, that our ſpeech ſhould be ſuch as 


cannot be condemned,*—ſhould be alway with grace, ſeaſoned with 


alt, that we may know how we ought to anſwer every man.. The 
important Truths of Chriſtianity being deſigned to correct and en- 
large the depraved minds of the whole race of mankind, it is the 

great end of our Miniſtry to bring men ſo far acquainted with theſe 

and with the proofs whereon they ſtand, as to enable them to build 


their Faith upon a rational foundation, and to act from a ſure con- 


fidence in the Veracity, and Power, and Wiſdom, and Goodneſs of 
their Maker. But to do this effectually, ſomething more is required 


of the Teacher of Religion than the bare knowledge of it. TO 


5 knowledge we muſt add the ability of n. enforcing, and 


m= 1 Cor. Ss. ** Cor. i L. 18; * Titus il „ Col. iv. 6. 
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convincing; and that by arguments well directed to the reaſon and 


judgment of thoſe who hear us. Exhortations otherwiſe applied 
may indeed raiſe violent emotions in weak minds, but it is well 
known their effects cannot be laſting, and are by no means good to 


the uſe of edifying.” We muſt endeavour therefore to acquire a me- 


thod of expreſſing our thoughts with correctneſs and propriety : we 


muſt chooſe the arguments moſt adapted to our ſubject, and arrange 
theſe in a manner the moſt likely to produce the beſt effect; ſo that 


they ſhall carry 88 with them both li ght and conviction. 


And here again recurs with great force the neceſſity of applica- 
tion, in order to obtain thoſe qualifications, which alone can enable 


us to ſucceed in this part of our duty. At preſent it would be pre- 


ſumptuous to look up for any ſpecial affiſtances from above. The 
obſtacles which rendered them neceſſary have long ago ceafed. A 
proper exertion of our natural faculties, aided by the inſenſible and 
ordinary influence of Divine Grace, is alone ſufficient for the right 
comprehending of our Holy Faith. It is alſo ſufficient to qualify 
us for inculcating it to others. Now the only ſure way to do this, 
is, to improve theſe faculties with all poſſible induſtry, and exert 
them in ſtudying the Principles of the Philoſophical Sciences fixed 
on a ſolid foundation. And here I do not allude ſo much to the 


Modern Productions that profeſs to teach theſe things, as to the 
Acroatic Writings of the Heathen Philoſopher ;* which, when 


properly digeſted and applied, are to be looked upon as a clew 
leading to every thing valuable in Human Literature. Hence we 


ſhall get acquainted with the true Principles of all Science, and 


imbibe habits of attention, and of clear and correct reaſoning. 
This if we do, and at the ſame time fix upon ſome good plain 
model to direct us in our religious ſtudies and compoſitions, it will 


prongs be no hard matter for us to forbear making refinements of 


E „Erber! iv. 2 8 * The « Organo of Ariſtotle, 


our 
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and circumſtances of our hearers; it being on all hands allowed, 


take care to avoid moſt ſcrupulouſly the leaſt ſhadow of perſonal | 
invective and angry diſputation, becauſe we ſhould know and re- 


( 14 ) 
our own on abſtruſe points, and avoid all rhetorical and fooliſh 
ornaments ; keeping thus at an equal diſtance the ſplendid fort of 
_ eloquence which ſeems to be gathering ground in this iſland, and 


that ſcholaſtic, metaphyſical Jargon which prevailed during the 
dark Ages. _ 


: Having then acquired thoſe neceſſary qualifications that tend to | 
inſtru and perſuade, let us apply them properly to the ends for | 
_ which they are deſigned. Let our explanations be ſimple, though 
full; our reproofs mild, though determined; our exhortations 
preſſing and fincere. Here alſo, as in all other reſpects, let us 
look up for inſtruction to the example of the firſt Apoſtles ; or 
rather let us look up ſtill higher, even to Hi that pate as never 
man ſpabe. Though we ſhall never be able to acquire any thing of 
his divine power of perſuaſion, yet we may ſucceed, in ſome de- 
gree at leaſt, in applying our admonitions ſeaſonably, (as He did 
; his) i in forbearing to be over-fond of general topics, and in adapt- 
ing ourſelves to the capacities, and to the prevailing characters 


that confiderations put home to men's © own bufmneſſes and boſoms”. 
prove always moſt effectual. Yet, at the ſame time, we ſhould 


member that he wrath of man worketh not the righteouſneſs ff 
L God. 4 


And as we thus endeavour to imitate the ſimplicity of our Sa- 
viour's manner of teaching, let us alſo endeavour to imitate the 
_ ſimplicity of his Life. Unleſs we do this, though we ſpeak with 
the r of an gels, We Jun, in truth, become as ſounding braſs, 


5 st. John vii. 46. ; BYE James i 20, 


"Ra ns 
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„ 
or a tinkling cymbal.” For it were ſuperfluous to ſay that Chriſti- 
anity invites no one with polluted hands to adminiſter in her Holy 
Offices. One bad Miniſter indeed ſhe had, with the permiſſion 
of her bleſſed Author ; and that probably, among other reaſons, 


to ſhew that in no line or profeſſion ſhould we look for general 


Virtue and Integrity. You know that wicked Apoſtle's fate. As 


you feel the horrors of it, avoid the example. 


Even the Pagan Teachers of Wiſdom were of opinion, and fact 
verifies the opinion, that a good Moral Life containeth the moſt 
powerful. of all arguments to perſuade ;* and that indeed we can 
then only expect to perſuade men, when they have good reaſon to 
believe we are indued with Prudence, and Virtue, and Benevolence. 


And, accordingly, it was a received maxim among them, That a 
Bad Man could never make a good Orator. A moſt prepoſterous 
thing therefore would it be to imagine, that he can be a ſucceſsful 
Preacher of Chriſtianity, who does not cultivate the Virtues which 
_ Chriſtianity preſcribes, but lives himſelf as though he were not 
thoroughly ſatisfied of its truth and importance. Thus a bad 
life, debaſing our characters, making us contemptible in the eyes 
of all honeſt and conſiderate men, and rendering our labours inef- 
fectual, injureth the cauſe of our Holy Faith much more than all 
the random attacks and wicked calumnies of the adverſary. Theſe 
are conſiderations of ſerious conſequence, May we lay them to 
heart! . 9 


To e character of an able Teacher of Chriſt's | Re- 


ligion, we muſt add one more circumſtance, and that a very ma- 
terial one. He mult zake beed unto his doctrine. 


© x Cor. viii. 1. See Ariſtot. Rhetor. lib. i. cap. 2. „see Ariſiot. Rhetor lib. Ii. cap. 1 


dee Cicero de Orat. and Quintilian, 
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III. There are certain points which characterize Chriſtianity, 


and demand an implicit aſſent. Nor are theſe to be looked upon 
as merely ſpeculative points, but as. relating ultimately to practice, 


and neceffary to our Salvation. Founded on a Revelation firmly 
| atteſted to have proceeded from the Author of Nature, they have 
therefore as great a claim to our attention, as thoſe Truths which 
vue diſcover by the mere exertion of Human Reaſon. Both muſt 
be traced to the ſame origin, and when known both have an equal 


right to our aſſent. Of theſe it is our duty to get a clear ſcriptu- 


ral knowledge. Miſtakes are dangerous. Hereſies and Schiſms are 
not uncommon. Therefore, it will require great circumſpection 
to ſteer our courſe aright, and to hold faſt, as near as may be, to 
the Pw and ſound ines of the — 


ny Now, as all our de ſendi ments ſhould be formed upon a 
comprehenſive and impartial inquiry, it becomes us firſt of all to 
prepare our minds for undertaking ſuch an inquiry, to diveſt them 
of all worldly prepoſſeſſions, and then attend ſoberly to the ge- 
nuine inſtructions of our bleſſed Lord and his inſpired Apoſtles ; 
leſt haply we, like thoſe of old, ſhould be found to be NY 
ox doctrines the . and opinions of men. 5 


It is true, indeod, that i in our religious, as well as in all other, : 


| Inquiries we ſhould pay proper deference to the Reaſon that is in 
us; yet we cannot too cautiouſly avoid the dangerous principle of 
| thoſe, who wiſh to acknowledge no doctrine as true or divine but 
what is entirely level with the comprehenſion of the Human 

Mind. Every wiſe and candid man, who underſtands the weak- 
neſs as well as the dignity of his nature, and in whom is combin- 


ed that lowlineſs and greatneſs of ſpirit which forms the charac- 


ter of the true Chriſtian —of the zruly Great Man ; I fay, every 


on” St. Matth. xv. 9. 
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ſuch perſon will be ever on his guard, how he indulgeth ſuch 
vain notions as to think of levelling with human imperfections the 
Ancomprehenſible ways and works of OMNiPoTENCE and OMNI- 
SCIENCE. He knoweth well, that, however excellent and won- 
derful our rational powers may be, ſtill their extent and capacity 
are at preſent extremely limited; nay, that they are baffled by the 

commoneſt things around him. It will be indeed his conſtant care 
to honour and improve his nature, and to uſe the qualifications 
that adorn it, not with any arrogance, but with thankful ſubmiſ- 
ſion to that Infinite Power, which made them and all things. 

With regard then to the Myſterious Parts of our Religion, 
(and Myſterious Parts one could not but expect in a Religion come 
from Heaven and addreſſed to creatures of ſuch confined capaci- 
ties) a man of this character, being fully perſuaded that all the 
knowledge to be gained of them muſt be derived from Reve- 
lation, will attend therefore principally to the expreſſions of 
the inſpired Writers themſelves.” Here, however, he will care- 
fully avoid that dangerous, though common, error of conſider- 
ing ſuch expreſſions ſeparately, but will compare them with 
the contexts and with each other, and will take an enlarged view 
of the ſcope and argument of the author. He will not attempt 
to refine on what is above his comprehenſion, or explain on prin- 
ciples of Human Philoſophy what he would never have had any 
notion of, had it not been ſupernaturally revealed. Nevertheleſs, 
he will not reject any aſſiſtances that can be obtained from the 
exertions of Human Mind, but will be careful that it be ex- 


| Erted in a proper way, and confined within thoſe limits which 5 
God as hixed to it. 


e eee e of the wit 1nd maſt Masse of the Faikers, wid 26 es 
almoſt all the confuſion and difturbance that then happened in the Church to the uſe of un- 
icriptural terms, and to the attention paid to them. See Socrates, Hiſt. i 8. p. 25, 20. 
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One of the greateſt difficulties in ſubjects of this kind is to 


know where to ſtop: The ſame indeed holds in our reſearches in 


the natural world. Whilſt men confine themſelves to the obſerv- 
ing of the common properties and qualities of things, they fre- 


quently make diſcoveries of great importance and utility: but 


when they begin to treat of eſſences, of occult qualities and ſub- 


- ſtances, they but too often bewilder themſelves, and ſpeak unin- 
telligibly to others. In the ſame manner, whilſt we ſeek not to 

| know above what is written, and are content with the majeſtic 
ſimplicity of the Goſpel, avoiding the mere refinements and ſub- 
tleties of men, and approaching the Myſterious Parts of it with 

due reverence and awe, we perceive, though through a glaſs dark- 
ty,* new relations and ſtupendous acts of mercy, which raiſe our 


higheſt admiration and call for the warmeſt effuſions of gratitude : 


but when we go further, and try to penetrate that darkneſs which 


ſurrounds the Almighty's throne, to pry into the ſecret things 
which belong unto the Lord our God,“ and thoſe hidden reaſons 
which influence Him in his Diſpenſations towards us, we are loſt 


in the reſearch, and meet with nothing but difficulties and ſurmiſes. 


To a negle& of ſuch precautions we muſt attribute the abſurd 


notion of thoſe, who would degrade our Divine Religion into a 
mere Syſtem of Morality, enlarged indeed, but till to be inveſti- 


gated and thoroughly diſcovered by the exertions of Human In- 


tellect. Whence too but from this ſource have ariſen many other 
Hereſies in the world, all of which have been marked with cru- 
elty, or pride, or hatred, or animoſity ? Hence alſo evidently at 


this time, and in this country, pernicious opinions are maintained 


by weak, though inſidious people, and propagated with no com- 
mon induſtry. Examples ſo frequent, and fo fatal in their conſe- 


1 Cor. xiii, 12. Deuter. xxix. 29. 
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quences are, one would think, ſufficient to deter us from indulg- 
ing ourſelves in vain and fooliſb bablings,* and to make us hold faſt, 


with meekneſs and fear, the wholeſome and powerful doctrine 
of Jeſus Chriſt, the Eternal Son of God. 


Directing our inquiries on this head with proper care, and with 
that C pirit of charity whereby Chriſtians ſhould be always diſtin- 
guiſhed, we cannot be too diligent in examining the tenets of our 
Sacred Faith, nor employ too much of our time in inveſtigating its 
ſublime and real nature. The being exerciſed in theſe things will 
miniſter to our comfort and our glory. They are the means of our 

Salvation. Every method, therefore, which can aſſiſt us in our 
| purſuit, ſhould be employed. Every circumſtance that will fur- 
ther us in our progreſs ſhould be availed of; © for every idea is uſe- 
« ful for the enforcement or decoration of Moral or Religious Truth.” 


And here I ſhould wiſh to obſerve that the Members of the 
Church of England enjoy no ſmall advantages in having a good Syſ- 
tem of Articles, which, notwithſtanding the abuſe of ſome ſhort- 
ſighted cavillers, are drawn up, with great moderation, on real 
ſcriptural authority, and calculated to caution and direct us in our 
religious ſtudies. And as we proceed in theſe ſtudies, we ſhall 
| ſoon learn to avoid, or rather to pity, the extravagant and comfort- 
leſs reveries of that Superſtition, Enthuſiaſm, Infidelity, and that - 
reſtleſs Spirit of Innovation, which have been in the world, which 
are, and which ever will be, as long as men are men. All theſe. 
muddy ſtreams, however various and different they may ſeem to be 

at firſt, will, upon cloſe and philoſophical examination, appear to 
originate from one or other of theſe ſources ; namely, from ignorance, 
a narrowneſs of mind, or the want of an honeft and found judgment 


© 2 Tim. ii. 16. f x Pet. Bi. 19, 
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to know the SCRIPTURES and the PowER of God.* We ſhall alſo 
ſoon learn the gracious deſign and fpiritual nature of Chriſtianity, to 
explain to others its doctrines and its precepts, to ſhew by what 
ſtrong arguments they preſcribe and inculcate Pure, Univerſal Vis - 
TUE, and to convince our hearers on how clear and unſhaken a 
foundation reſts the — Doctrine of LIE and IMMORTA- 


| LITY. 


& e Such ſeems to have been St. Paul's ith in the 


words of the Text. We have ſeen that they contain or imply the 


three great requiſites to enable us to diſcharge our Miniſtry. with 
honour to ourſelves and advantage to others, an application to ſtudy, 
to exhortation, to doctrine. Without the firſt, the fecond cannot 


de well effected; and without the laſt, both the other would be 
dangerous. Each ſeparately then demands our attention, for to ſuſ= 
tain our character we ſhould be competent in all. Such is the taſk 


enjoined us by one who knew well the duty of a Miniſter of Chriſt's 


Goſpel — 2 taſk arduous indeed and difficult, to be undertaken with 

Caution, but to be carried on by a right exertion of thoſe qualities 
of the mind whereby alone every thing that is Fair and Good ” is 
to be attained to and preſerved, I mean _— reſolution,” and 


perſeverance. - 


Do we want encouragements to excite our diligence ? Encou- 


| ragements enow there are. Were we to look only to temporal 
advantages, all honeſt and intelligent Superiors, who have the diſ- 


penſation of the good things of this world, and have at heart the 


| well-being of Society, will always notice and reward the exertions 
jd — in the cultivation of Sound Learning and Chriſtian Vir- 


If they do not, let the ſhame fall on their own heads. We 


hal have done our duty. It is, however, fixed in the very nature 


5 of thin 85, that all literary and liberal princes ſhall be avenged with . 


62 


8 $t. Mach. d. 29. 1 
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the ſublimeſt of all pleaſures. And how, befides, can he have the 
common feelings of humanity, who receives not inexpreſſible fatis- 
faction, when he conſidereth that he is doing ſome good in the 
world, and is promoting in a high e the temporal arid ever- 
laſting happineſs of his fellow-creatur Other encouragements 
and rewards there alſo are, which, it E evidence not 
to be refuted, we are to enjoy in another ſtate of exiſtence, and of 
the nature of which our preſent capacities can form no adequate 
idea. They that be wiſe ſhall ſhine as the brightneſs of the firma- 
ment ; and ny that turn _ to 6 as Phe fart, = | 
ever and ever.” 


' Behold then how wiſely it hath been ordained w the Merciful 
Author of our Nature, that in furthering the well-being of man- 
kind in general, we take the ſureſt ſteps to advance our own true 


intereſt and — worn as wee as — as 
as eternal ! 


Heriag then duch encouragements, aach pleaſure 8, and ſuch 
hopes to comfort us, let us be active in our ſeveral ſtations. Our 
faculties are freſh and in their bloom, it only remains that we apply 
them properly. And let us not be weary in well doing, but be per- 

| ſuaded rather, that the greater progreſs we make in Virtue and 
Learning, the more incumbent it is on us to increaſe our diligence.” 
„Mie ſhall grow more happy as our minds take a wider range.” 
The better alſo ſhall we be able to ſee through the glare and futi- 

| lity of that ſpecious ſort of Learning, which is the parent of Pride, 
and Scepticiſm, and Infidelity. This is the Learning, which in- 
creaſeth ſorrow. This is the Wiſdom, which is earthly and ſenſual." 
Tg it, let us r exert our endeavours in the ſervice of that real 


> Daniel xi, 3. 1 Gal. vi. 9. * See Chryſoſt. de Sacerdotio ** 1 1 
?Beeleſ i. 18. 8. James i. 15. 
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kind of Wiſdom, whoſe end is the welfare of each other and an in- 


ward peace of mind in this world ; and in the next, eternal happi- 


_ neſs. Nor let any man preſume to ſay that they can be exerted in 


a better. cauſe ; for all our acquiſitions, however. great, or brilliant, 
or extenſive they may be, unaccompanied with this beſt ſort of 
Wiſdom are, in the eye of ſober Reaſon, but of little worth ; for 


Reaſon ſuggeſteth to us —and all her ſober ſuggeſtions are confirmed 
by Revelation that whether there be prophecies, they ſhall fail; 
whether there be tongues, they ſhall ceaſe ; whether there be know- 
ledge, it ſhall vaniſh away : but Charity, or the ſtudy and practice 
of that which is Good and Holy, never failerh, Saving prone: of 


the He that now is, and of that woes + 15 to come.” 


. Thus a if we conduct . we may humbly has 4 that 


Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all defires known, 
and from whom no ſecrets are hid, will cleanſe the thoughts of our 
hearts by the inſpiration of his Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 


know our ſeveral duties, and be able to diſcharge them to the ho- 


nour and praiſe of his holy name; and that finally, when we leave 
this world, He, of his grout — will give us that Li * — f 
ts hid i m Him with Chr: 98 


1 Cor, all. 81 Fin. i. 3. * Col. i, 3 


